Trailer        NO. 243. October 28, 1710
have, by this rule, seen him more than once triumph over his adversary with an inimitable spirit aiid humour ; for he came to the assault against a man full of sore places, and he himself invulnerable.
There is no possibility of succeeding in a satirical way of writing or speaking, except a man throws himself quite out of the question. It is great vanity to think any one will attend a thing because it is your quarrel. You must make your satire the concern of society in general, if you would have it regarded. When it is so, the good-nature of a man of wit will prompt him to many brisk and disdainful sentiments and replies, to which all the malice in the world will not be able to repartee.
No. 243.                                  [ADDISON.
From Thursday, Oct. 26, to Saturday, Oct. 28, 1710.
Infert se septus nebula, mirabile dictu,
Per medics, miscetque viris; neque cernitur ulli.
VIRG., jffLn. i. 439.
From my own Apartment, Oct. 27.
I have somewhere made mention of Gyges's ring,1 and intimated to my reader, that it was at present in my possession, though I have not since made any use of it. The tradition concerning this ring is very romantic, and taken notice of both by Plato and Tully, who each of them make an admirable use of it for the advancement of morality.    This Gyges was the master shepherd to King Candaules.    As he was wandering over the plains of Lydia, he saw a great chasm in the earth, and had the 1 See No. 138.